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CODE OF ETHICS

«The Life Science Journal, La Granja» as an in-
ternational journal of excellence is inspired by the
ethical code of publications prepared by the Com-
mittee on Publication Ethics (COPE) and aimed to
editors, referees and authors.

1 Duties for Autors

Originality and plagiarism: The authors of the
manuscripts sent to «The Life Science Journal,
La Granja» guarantee that the submitted work
is original and that the manuscripts them sel-
ves neither contain extracts from other aut-
hors, nor contain other fragments from writ-
ten works that were previously published (by
the same authors). Furthermore, the authors
confirm the veracity of the data, namely that
the empirical data have not been altered to ve-
rify hypotheses.

Publications multiple and /or repetitive: The aut-
hor should not publish articles that repeat the
same search results in more than a scientific
journal. The simultaneous proposal of the sa-
me contribution to multiple scientific journals
is to be considered ethically improper and re-
prehensible.

List of sources: The author should always provide
the correct indication of the sources and con-
tributions mentioned in the article.

Authorship: In terms of the authorship of the
work, the authors guarantee that there is the
inclusion of those individuals who have made
a scientifically significant and intellectual con-
tribution to the conceptualization and experi-
mental design of the work, and have also ma-
de a contribution to the interpretation of the
results and the actual writing of the article. At
the same time, the authors have been hierar-
chically organized in accordance to their level
of responsibility and their respective roles.

Access and Retention: If the editors deem it appro-
priate, the authors of the articles should make
available also the sources or the data on which
research is based, so that they can be kept for a
reasonable period of time after the publication
and possibly be made accessible.

Conflict of interest and disclosure: All authors are
required to declare explicitly that there are
no conflicts of interest that may have influen-
ced the results obtained or the interpretations
proposed. Authors must also indicate any re-
search funding agencies and / or the project
from which arise the article.

Errors in published articles: When an author in
her/his article identifies a significant error or
inaccuracy, it shall promptly inform the maga-
zine editors and provide them with all the in-
formation required to list the relevant correc-
tions on the bottom of the article itself.

Responsibility: All the authors accept responsibi-
lity for what they have written. The authors
pledge that they have revised the most up to
date and relevant materials about the subject
matter, thereby taking into account the dual
nature of different currents of thought.

2 Duties of Referees

Contribution to the editorial decision: Peer re-
view is a procedure that helps editors to make
decisions on the proposed articles and also
allows the author to improve the contribution
submitted for publication. The reviewers are
committed to performing a critical, honest,
constructive, and unbiased review of both the
scientific and the literary quality of the writ-
ten work, i.e. based on their individual skills
and knowledge.
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3 DUTIES OF EDITORS

Respect of time: The referee who does not feel ade-
quate to the task proposed or who are not able
to finish the evaluation of the proposed con-
tribution in the scheduled time is required to
promptly notify the coordinators. The revie-
wers are committed to evaluating the works
in the minimum possible time so as to respect
the stated deadlines, i.e. given that «The Li-
fe Science Journal, La Granja’s» policy for hol-
ding pending documents is limited and res-
tricted for the purpose of respecting authors
and their works.

Confidentiality: Each assigned reading should be
considered as confidential. Therefore, these
texts should not be discussed with other peo-
ple without the explicit permission of the edi-
tors.

Objectivity: The peer-review must be conducted in
an objective manner. Any personal judgment
about the authors of contributions is conside-
red inappropriate. The referees are required
to give adequate reasons for their judgments.
The reviewers will submit a complete and cri-
tical report with adequate references accor-
ding to «The Life Science Journal, La Gran-
ja’s review protocol and the established public
norms for reviewers, especially if it should be
recommended that the work be rejected. They
are obliged, moreover, to advise the editors
whether substantial sections of the work ha-
ve been previously published, or if they are
being revised by another publication.

Text display: The referees undertake to accurately
indicate the bibliographical references of fun-
damental works possibly neglected by the
author. The referee must also report to the
editors any similarities or overlaps between
the text received and other works known to
her/him.

Conflict of interest and disclosure: Confidential
information or information obtained during
the process of peer-review must be conside-
red confidential and may not be used for per-
sonal purposes. The referee shall not accept
in reading articles for which there is a conflict
of interest due to previous collaboration or
competition with the author and /or her/his
institution.

Anonymity: To ensure that the review process is as
objective, unbiased and transparent as possi-
ble, the identity of the authors is deleted befo-
re the papers are submitted for peer review. If
the identity of the authors, their institutional
affiliations or any other information that com-
promise the anonymity of the document, the
reviewer must notify the publishers immedia-
tely.

3 Duties of editors

Decisions on publication: The editors ensure the
selection of the most qualified reviewers and
scientifically specialists to issue an expert and
critical appreciation of the manuscript, with
the least possible level of bias. «The Life Scien-
ce Journal, La Granja» opts to select between
2 and 3 reviewers for each manuscript so as
to ensure a greater objectivity in the revision
process.

Honesty: The editors evaluate the articles submit-
ted for publication only on the basis of the
scientific merit of the content, without dis-
crimination of race, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, religion, ethnicity, nationality, political
opinion of the authors.

Confidentiality: The editors and members of the
working group undertake not to disclose in-
formation relating to the articles submitted
for publication to other persons other than
the author, the referees and the editor. Editors
and the Editorial Committee are committed
to maintaining the confidentiality of the ma-
nuscripts, their authors and their reviewers, in
such a way that anonymity preserves the inte-
llectual integrity of the whole process.

Conflict of interest and disclosure: The editors
undertake not to use in their research content
of articles submitted for publication without
the written consent of the author.

Respect of time: The editors are responsible for
compliance with the time limits for reviews
and publication of accepted papers, to en-
sure rapid dissemination of its results. They
reliably undertake to comply with the pu-
blished deadlines (up to 60 days in accep-
ting/rejecting from the receipt of the manus-

LA GRANJA:Revista de Ciencias de la Vida.
©2017, Universidad Politécnica Salesiana, Ecuador.

5



4 BIOETHICS

cript in the review platform) and maximum
of 150 days from the beginning of the process
of scientific review by experts. Also, manus-
cripts will not remain accepted in endless wai-
ting lists without being published in the follo-
wing issue. This will prevent «The Life Scien-
ce Journal, La Granja» from having a bank of
manuscripts on a waiting list.

4 Bioethics

Before researching living beings: All investiga-
tion must have the permits and authori-
zations, according to the legislation of the
country where the study will carried out
(Environmental Permits, Institutional Ethics
Committees Approvals, copies of the test
subjects consent, etc.). And these documents
should be indicated in detail in the manus-
cript submitted, including the registration
number, permission or approval. The editors
may request the authors, if necessary, to prove
that these permits have been carried out. Pa-
pers may be rejected on ethical grounds even
if the research had ethics committee approval.

Consent (to take part in research): If research is
done in humans, editors should ensure that
a statement on the consent procedure is in-
cluded in the paper. In most cases, written
informed consent is the required norm. If the-
re is any concern about the consent procedure,
if the research is done in vulnerable groups, or

if there are doubts about the ethical conduct,
editors should ask to see the consent form
and enquire further from authors, exactly how
consent was obtained

Consent (for publication): For all case reports,
small case series, and images of people, edi-
tors should require the authors to have ob-
tained explicit consent for publication (which
is different from consent to take part in re-
search). This consent should inform partici-
pants which kind of journal the work will be
published in, make it clear that, although all
efforts will be made to remove unnecessary
identifiers, complete anonymity is not possi-
ble, and ideally state that the person described
has seen and agreed with the submitted paper.

Data protection and confidentiality: Editors
should critically assess any potential breaches
of data protection and patient confidentia-
lity. This includes requiring properly infor-
med consent for the actual research presen-
ted, consent for publication where applicable
(see paragraph 6.3), and having editorial po-
licies that comply with guidelines on patient
confidentiality.

Adherence to relevant laws and best practice gui-
delines for ethical conduct: Editors should re-
quire authors to adhere to relevant national
and international laws and best practice gui-
delines where applicable, for example when
undertaking animal research. Editors should
encourage registration of clinical trials.

«The Life Science Journal, La Granja» adheres to the ethical norms of the COPE Committee on Publication Ethics
http://publicationethics.org/resources/code-conduct
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